ALEXIS TURNER

EDUCATION

Ph.D. in the History of Science, Harvard University Nov 2024

Dissertation: Lost Souls Delivered: The Political Life of LSD in the US in the 1950s and 60s
Committee: Elizabeth Lunbeck (chair), Rebecca Lemov, Anne Harrington

Examinations + Areas of Specialization

History of the Social Sciences / Rebecca Lemov
Science, Technology, Society / Sophia Roosth
Modern European Political Thought / Peter Gordon

M.A. in Political Science, Indiana University May 2015
M.A. in Social Science, University of Chicago May 2010
B.A. with a concentration in Science, Sarah Lawrence College May 2001

Certificate in Mediation & Conflict Management,
Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law School Fall 2021

SUMMARY

As a formally trained historian of science and political theorist, my research has examined the
political life of science as it moves between the laboratory and the public sphere. My current project
is an autoethnographic work exploring the epistemic limits of knowledge formation through the lens
of various types of transition (e.g. migration, gender transition, crossing the science/faith divide). I
anticipate subsequent work will explore ways of approaching scientific knowledge that are not
beholden to the culturally unusual mandate to separate the metaphysical from the empirical. Tam
especially curious to understand the ways this type of knowledge travels, changes, is maintained, and
reconstructed within hostile contexts, i.e. in cultures that have undergone colonization and had their

existing scientific and medical knowledge suppressed as part of that process.



PUBLICATIONS

Essays
Turner, Alexis. “Gurus Behaving Badly: Anais Nin’s Diary and the Value of Gossip,”
Chacruna, March 10, 2021, https://chacruna.net/anais-nin-diary-and-timothy-leary/.

The above essay has been additionally translated and anthologized in book form as:

“El diario de Anais Niny el valor de los chismes,” in Mujeres y psicodélicos, edited by
Dyck, Farrell, Labate, Cavnar, Gabriell, and Assis. Nueva Tenochtitlan: Lunaria
Ediciones, 2022.

Chapters
Erika Dyck, Lucas Richert, Alexis Turner. “LSD as Mental Medicine in a Battle for Hearts
and Minds,” in The War on Drugs: A History, ed David Farber. New York University
Press, 2021.

Book reviews
Turner, Alexis. “Review of Tripping on Utopia: Margaret Mead, the Cold War, and the
Troubled Birth of Psychedelic Science,” by Benjamin Breen. Science 383, no. 6680 (18 Jan
2024): 266.

Turner, Alexis. “Review of The Trials of Psychedelic Therapy: LSD Psychotherapy in America,”
by Matthew Oram. Social History of Alcohol and Drugs 34, no. 2 (2020).

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Cruel Optimisms: The Politics of LSD / invited talk Feb 2024

Mahindra Humanities Center, Harvard University

The Secret History of LSD / invited podcast Oct 2020
The Lex Files, episode 21

The Incredible Technicolor Sunshine Waking Dream Machine / lecture Dec 2019
Harvard University

Creativity and LSD / invited talk Feb 2019

“Visionary New England” Working Group, de Cordova Sculpture Garden and Museum

A Priest, a Panther, and a Witch Walk into a Brawl / paper Apr2018

How Psychotropic Substances Transformed the World conference, Universitit Bern

Cool Medium: Art, Television, and Psychedelia / public talk with the curator Feb 2018

de Cordova Sculpture Garden and Museum

An Oblique Complement: Hannah Arendt’s Scientific Engagement / paper Mar 2014

Hannah Arendt Circle conference

Plato and the Logic of Desire / paper Mar 2013

Western Political Science Association annual conference

Physics Duds, Forensic Studs: On Popular Science / invited lecture May 2003

Sarah Lawrence College

Man or Astro-man? Cyborgs and the Genetic Frontier / paper Mar 2000
Equinoxes 2000: Science and Culture, Literature / Theory/Action conference, Brown
University
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Assistant Instructor 2022
A History of Science
Harvard University, Instructor 2022

What Do You Meme? (Public Communication mini-course open to the public,

co-taught with Kerry Spencer Pray, Stevenson University)

Harvard University, Teaching Fellow 2017-21
The Psychopathologies of Modern Life
Digital Storytelling
History of the American Obesity Epidemic
Humans in Space
Junior Tutorial in the History of Science (Research and Writing course)
Sophomore Tutorial in the History of Science (Approaches and Issues course)

History of the Psychotherapies

Indiana University, Instructor 2014

Scientific Reasoning

Indiana University, Assistant Instructor 2011-14
Introduction to Political Theory
Modern Political Thought
Introduction to American Politics

American Political Controversies

HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

Graduate Speaker, GSAS Degree Awarding Ceremony, Harvard University 2025
Commencement Marshal, Harvard University 2025
John & Elizabeth Armstrong Dissertation Fellowship, Harvard University 2020
Hiebert Dissertation Fellowship in the History of Science, Harvard University 2020
Fellow, Source Research Foundation 2020
Hiebert Dissertation Fellowship in the History of Science, Harvard University 2018
Language Fellowship, Harvard University 2016
Graduate Conference Travel Award, Indiana University 2014
Best Political Theory Paper, Indiana Univ. Political Science Grad Student Assoc. 2013
Department of Political Science Fellowship, Indiana University 2012
University of Chicago Scholarship, University of Chicago 2009
Ed Cogan Prize in Science and Mathematics, Sarah Lawrence College 2001
Gaylord Donnelly Family Scholarship, Sarah Lawrence College 2000
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Affiliations

American Historical Association, History of Science Society

Service: Leadership & governance

Adpvisor to the Council, GSAS Student Council, Harvard University 2022-23
President, GSAS Student Council (GSC), Harvard University 2020-22
Member, Boston Graduate Federation 2020-22
Representative, Cambridge Student Alliance, Cambridge City Hall 2020-21

At-Large Representative for Social Sciences, GSC, Harvard University 2019-20

Representative for History of Science, GSC, Harvard University 2018-20

Service: Committees & working groups

Committee on Graduate Education, Harvard University 2020-22
Student Health Planning Committee, Harvard University 2020-22
Student IT Advisory Board, Harvard University 2020-22
FAS Task Force on Visual Culture and Signage, Harvard University 2020-21
Harvard Safety Committee, Harvard University 2019-21

Web Committee, Department of Medical Informatics &
Clinical Epidemiology, Oregon Health & Science University 2006 - 07

Curriculum Committee, Department of Medical Informatics &
Clinical Epidemiology, Oregon Health & Science University 200S - 07

Service: Technical assistance

Webmaster, Philosophy of Science Association Women’s Caucus 2014 - 15
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